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SUBJECT 1PAKISTAN/SOVIET RELATIONSI'COMMENTS‘ON INR
ASSESSMENT OF SOVIET ACTIVITIES: DIRECTED AGAINST
IRAN: AND PAKISTAN

l+ EMBASSY GENERALLY AGREES WITH CONCLUSIONS:

DRAWN IN INR PAPpR1 RWUTTO'S CURRENT STRATEGY REw
GARPING SOVIET "THREXT" DIRECTED TOWARDS OBTAINING:
MILTTARY EQUIPMENT FROM THS US' AND: TOWARDS n1SCRENITING:
HIS DOMESTIC POLITICAL OPPOSITION. HOWEVERs EMBASSY
DIFFERS WITH SOMg: INR JUDGEMENTS LEADING' TO ABOVE
CONCLUSIONS» OUR COMMENTS-0ON SPECIFIC: STATEMENTS IN
PAPER FOLLOW1 :

-2+ RE IRARI ARﬁS‘AFFAIR, AS REPDRTED IN SEVFRAL OF! OUR

MESSAGES DURING PAST WEEK. SENIOR GNP

OFFI1CIALS IN VARTOUS MINISTRIES' (NEFENSE, INTELLIGENCE
BURFAU» MINISTRY OF pORFIGN AFFAIRS) ARE: UNARLE A3 YET TO:
EXPLAIN SATISFACTORYLY SEVERAL! KEY ASPEETS NFi CASE
DESTINATION OF ARMS; PURPOSE BEHIND ARMS DELIVERIFS,
TH12D=COUNTRY TNVOLVEMFNT- UNTIL! MORE: FACTS' ARFE
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ASCFRTAINED» EMBASSY 1S NOT PREPARED: TD DISMISS

POSSIBILITY THAT SOVTETS WERE NOT ONLY AWARE:

OF TRAGT ARMS SMOGGLING BUT THAT SOVIETS MAY' IN FACT HAVE BEEN:
ACTING IN COMPLIEITY WITH IRAQIS

3¢ WE: DD AGREE' TRAT BHUTTO! HAS: SETZED ORPORTUNITY
PRESENTED BY ARMS DISCOVERY TO: DISCREDIT ,

HIS POLITICAL OPPOSI®ION. HOWEVER, GOP: HAS' TROD

SOFTLY IN PUBLICLY LINKING SOVIETS WITH POLITICAL

OPPNSITION ON ARMS APFAIRe FOR EXEMPLE, RHUTTN®S

REMARKED AS RECENTLY AS FER 22 THAT RELATIONS WITH USSR! "WILL' FURTHER
IMPROVE". RATHER, GOP' HAS INVOKED PAST INDISCRETIONS:

OF NATIONAL: AWAMI PARTY AND JAMAAT»1la IQL%MI LEADERS

IN TRANSPARENT EFFORT Tn PIN SECESSIONIST LAREL ON FDRMER

AND ANTI=PAKISTAN LAREL ON LATTER,

4s EMBASSY ALSO EANNNT SUBSCRIBE TO THESIS THAT

BHUTTO HAS PLACEDN ALL! BLAME ON: SOVIETS FOR {971

DEBACLEs THUS EXONERATING YAHYA REGIME, YAHYA CLIQUE: HAS
BEEN REPEATEDLY AND RITTERLY DENOUNCED BY BHUTTO FOR' GRDSS: MISMANA«
GEMENT OF NATIONYS AFFAIRS» INCLUNDING RELATTONS WITH FAST
PAKTSTAN AND' CONDUCT OF DECEMBER WAR.

THIS WAS PARTICUZARLY EMPHASIZED DURING EARLY

MONTHS 0OF' BHUTTOD GOVFRNMENT», AS BHUTTD: RETIRED' OR EXILED
MOST SENIOR SERVICE BFFTCERS ASSOCIATED WITH! "POLTITICALM
GENFRALSe IN RECENT MONTHS, CONSPIRACY THEDRY HAS

GAINED GROUNDe REVERSION TD CONSPIRACY APPRNACH 18
PRORABLY, IN PART» DUE TO PAK PERCEPTION OF EVENTS' IN

1971 AND' ADDITIONALLY REFLECTS: REPROACHES Tn BHUTTOD FROM
PAK MILITARY RESENTFUL OF CONTINUED ADVERSE PUBLICITY.

S5e WHETHER THE SHAH HAS SIMRLY BOUGHT BHUTTN?S VIEW
OF SOVIET INTENTTONS IN sDUTH ASIA IS
UNCFRTAIN IN OUR VIFWe WE THINK THE REVERSE IS MORE LIKELY.

6 SOVIET MILITARY RELATIONSHIP WITH PAKISTAN WAS

FLEETING (1968=69) AND HAS BECOME MATTER OF ANCIENT 4YISTORY TO: PAKS
" FOLLOWING: EVENTS OF HAST TWO YEARSs WITHOUT REVIEWING

HISTORY OF THIS FSPISODE IN SOVIET=PAK RELATIONSs WE

SUBPECT THAT CESSATIHEN nF ARMS RELATIONSHIP SOMEWHAT

MORE COMPLEX THAN THAT NFFERED IN PARA 7, REFTEL
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7+ FURTHER COMMENTS THIS SUBJECT CONTAINED! [SLAMARAD' 1683 ON:

"PARISTAN] PERCEPTION OF SOVIET INTENTIONSY", GNHS
SOBER
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